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SCENE L Tar razr. 


LoveJoke and CAPTAIN, CREDULOUS, 


LOVEJOKE, | 85 
H; O 9 4 have you been in London then, Cag- 
51 Credulous PI had not. even heard of N 


CA PTAIN CREDULOUS., 


Not two hours.—I went immediately to my own 
| houſe with the fond expectation of meeting a much. 
loved wife, whom I had not ſeen during a fifteen ' 
| months voyage Was it not natural? 


* " 
PI os. . a N 8 2 3 \ 
C 2 2 4 1 * . 5 1 L $ 

< « 


LOVEJOKE. | 
perfectiy ſo—in theſe times of dove-like conſtancy. 
; (eſe. 
CAPTAIN« 


Then to find her in ſuch a ſituation / What muſt have 
: been my rage ? my diſappointment ?—Ah, dear Love- 
B | : | Joke, 


2 THE A P. 


joke, after ſuch an e to come home and find , 
wife in a ſtate I bluſh to mention. Could any 


* be more provoking ? 
Ne wok _LOVEJOKE, 
Nothing indeed. —But did you inter her of your 


ſuſpicions ? 
| CAPTAIN. 
Suſpicions !—Tis a fact as clear as noon-day—her 
very appearance is enough to convince the moſt incre- 
dulous man in the kingdom —ſhe $ half Foe: [ tell you 
SPY: half gone. e 


LOVEJOKE. 
80 are you=-in the high road from jealouſy, 1 to tat 
neſs. aſked you a plain queſtion : have youit int 
ed Mrs. Credulous with your bre of fl 8 
a8 you are pleaſed to term it? r 


5 12 * 0 . 
8 S 4 h 3 g it * s of 
? 1 * 


+ * 


CAPTAIN „ 307% 4 


No; 105 too much aſtoniſhed.—1 left her vat 
ſoon, evidently ſenſible, however, of my diſfatisfäctien 
and anger, but ignorant of che cauſe.— She affe 
ſome uneaſineſs at my behaviour but that will not ſo 
eaſily dupe me] am too well aware of the craftineſs 
of the ſex,—They : are all hypocrites, „ 


\ | L0y3Joks. 


| They as indenkalolt.3 much ure. 
bs SI | 14 | H# LEY Cid 11220 


CAP- 


THE PAD - s 
© GAPTAIN% 15 


Oh, Tm n . impudent, daring woman * 
walls about agitated, J 


LOVEJOKE:, | - (afide. Fir 
Mrs. Credulous has always paſſed for a woman of fair 
character.— Oh, by Jupiter, I have it—T have it.— 
7d venture any wager, ſhe's padded. | | 


Ar Alx. 
Good morning, my dear r friend, Tm going. 


LOVEJoKE. 
Going ke whore 2 FR 


© 


. De 
„4 8 
KF 


CAPTAIN. 
„ 


He ro turn her bee. ſhane Ray i 10 the 
"houſe another minute. 4 


| r once 
35 21 5 5 Tovxleka- A 1 2 2 15 
No, no; that will not do. Tu bumour the jeſt) You 


dt not think af acting ſo . wil the 
world ſay ? 


' CAPTAIN. 


«x wha world | fog. '—bay I have done e right. ö 
0 EEE LOVEJOKE, | 
Indeed! N 
. CAPTAIN. A Na ee 
Praiſe me. | 


B 2 | LOV Ee 
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8 "THE PAD. 
© | LOVEJOKE. . | 
Blame you. V 


CAPTAIN. 
Applaud me for my ſpirit. | 


„ 


LOVEJOKE. 
Hoot you for your cruelty, | 


CAPTAIN, 


Call me a man of honour, feeling, delicacy—one 
that has a proper __ of his own 3 


'LOVEJOKE, ns 
2 2401 } | 


Pho', they'll call you a 9 a coward, one that 
has not common humanity. 


„ Poor man !—to think af turning your . 


5 of doors for adultery !—Why, you'll have all the 


« women in the nation againſt you—it has become 


ce quite a faſhionable amuſement of late.” But, pray 


Captain, “ fince you ſeem ſo converſant, with the opi- 
c nions of the world,” what do you think enn ſay 
of your wie? | 


120 77 . 


CAPTAIN. 

«© What can they ſay, but that ſhe is nw as he 
« merits ?”—they'll call her infamous—undeſerying. 

| LOVEJOKE, | 685 

Unfortunate, ill- uſd. 


| tain, let me tell you, the world in theſe caſes are more 
apt to blame the man than the woman. 


feſs, ought to fall on the offender, not on the offended : : 


Ves, you are, e — 4d lou t be ſo angry. 


* 


THE PRAD: -F 

i ae TE oAPTAN. 
A miſerable, abandoned woman. 

| LOVEJOKE, 
There you are probably right. Come, come, Cap- 


b "Ny 
“don't be enraged—'tis true.” The diſgrace, I-con- 


—but as mankind generally act by contraries, they 
ſhoot the miſdirected ſhafts of ridicule, where they 
ſhould pour the balm of pity. 


3 CAPTAIN. 
Pity Am I then an object of pity? 


LOVEJOKE. pF RT 


CAPTAIN. | 
vi by ſeornfully)—Who dares pity me ? 


LOVEJOKE., | SPE 
J do-] pity you. 


CI I won't pity you,—l never quarrel with my friends 


Damme, Sir, what do you mean ? 


LOVEJOKE. 


why, I mean to pity you—byt, if you don't t like 


about 


ß — . —ͤ—4. ue eres, 


6 THE PAD. 
about ſuch trifles as pitying, loving, or hating them— 
and ſo I won't pity you, if it hurts you ſo much, 


CAP TAIN. 


Oh, I'm diſtracted; forgive my aur, Lorejoke, 
and adviſe me how to act. 


EO % 
That 1 would have done ſome time 2805 bot you 
were in too great a paſſion. There was no more talk - 


ing calmly to you, than to the winds in the mid of a 
ſtorm. 


CAPTAIN. 
Now then. 1 am attentire.— What trall [ do; ? — 


LOVEJOKE. 


I would have you do vothing till you fee me in. 
— Pl conſider your cafe. 


CAPTAIN. $ 


Do, pray—in the mean time I'll call on sir Simbn 
Meagre. 2 85 Exit. 
LOVEJOKE. ” 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, Don Jealous- 
pate,——Now this is ſo much like the way of the 


world !—to fly into a terrible paſſion—bluſter—ſwear 
—and talk of turning his wife out of doors for an ima- 
 -ginary crime, which he has given hinsfelf no paitis to 
We 1 ſcruple * not to call it an imaginary 

e Wfime, 


THE PAD. 7 


e crime, as I am pretty confident I can develope the 
6c whole matter—but that hereafter,” — ll plague him 
tc firſt to cure his groundleſs jealouſy, which is no leſs 
& ridiculous than his wife's conduct.“ —Ha, there's Sir 
Simon Meagre, and old childleſs curmudgeon, with an 
ill-natured ugly wife, —Ha, the old Dotard little thinks 
| how I intend to play him off N ha, I love a 
jeſt from my heart. ATED 
 All-convenient pad !—<* how various are thy uſes, 
with thee the fair finner contrives to hide her fail- 
„ ings, not, as before thy bleſt invention, by endea- 
7 youring to diminiſh, but by encreaſing her ſhape— 
« not by endeavouring to prevent ſhame, but by ſetting 
c it at defiance.” Here thou haſt made this poor jea- 
lous Captain almoſt mad with grief, and thou wilt pre- 
ſently aid me in making Sir Simon mad with 109— 
“ Yet there is one thing I don't like you 8 are 
% Leyeller—you are for making all alike.” Exits 


SCENE I. 
Room in Sir Simon's Houſe. 


Si Simon 2 Lady W *. | 


| Lavy Mzacz. 
ih It had never been ſuch a fool as to be prevailed 
u. -m ſure, I have paid dear for the 


pleaſure of being called Lady Meagre=—l have never 
on n happy a moment ſince. 


Six 


buſineſs. > ad 


8 25 | T HE p. A D. |. 


Sik Sion. 

Not fo faſt, my Lady, I was the greateſi fool | in that 

„ Dir 45 

I believe ſo,—You are a fool in every buſineſs. 5 
Sin $1M0N, 5 | 

What !—you are an impudent woman—T have 2 
mind to get a divorce—to turn you out of doors. 
A e announces Mr. Toby * why enters. 


| | | LOVEJOKE. Ts 4 
My Lady Meagre your moſt obedient, 2944 - 


Lady M. Las he andes to Love | od. 3 
Cruel wretch.—(Ioobing towards Sir N 1 vont 


tay in the room where he is. 


LOVE JoKE. 


Sir Simon, 1 fear I interrupt you. 


SIR SIMON. 


Oh, no, not at all,—T m particularly pleas'd with 
your company, Sir —auy e is better than one's 


wife's. 
*. | LOVEJOKE. 
I'm forry y to hear you ſay fo, Sir Simon, but chought 3 
4 or few. words __— I came in. 


THE PAD. 9 
sR SIMON, _ 
| dy not a fre wordt, when my Lady and 'I have any 
—we haye in general a deviliſh ah — 1 . 


2 
2 m quite ſurpriaed 1 * 4 8 
«Qt! ex} GOT "of CT Sits , 5 TT ; | 125 ; 
- i 1 . 51 son. 


That's frets you are not her huſband, —The won. 
der would ſoon wear off 'then.—She is the moſt ill- 
temper d, proud; ſpitefal. devil that ever man had to 
wife. Upon my honour, Mr. Lovejoke, I have been 
ſeriouſly meditating on. ſending her away from my 
Rouſh yarns Sr N 80 Sock to * neee 


oll 


* LED ' LovZJoke. 115 FI 4 
58 | Obs Kr ines what will the works Ty 5 
| NV. SS 0 4 45 | — 
en 722805 
Pho the devil take the world. 
Ne: 127 ob ur )) Ht wad .Acoom ant 


e ee 2 


Bleſs us! 1 hope not. oh * always waht 5 
pray for the OY 


LE * 


SIR SIMON, 4: 1 


14144 1 110% 


Did ever a e care what the ward ſaid ?—Be- 
ſides, this is a plain caſe-—Here's a woman, whoſe 
temper and conduct ireadervit impofible for me to live 


with her, and therefore I would take meaſures th live 
without her. What is to be ſaid ? 


= . | Love. 


„ THE PAD. 


Love) OKE. 


Ab, I will not anticipate. I have too much friend - 
ſhip for you but to turn out into the wide World 2 
woman in her condition “? + Sn 


SIR n. j als un 1 
Condition! 1 don't underſtand you. Do y you = 
yoſe I —_— not Ee ber a fulficient K A 


; - LOYEJOKE.. R537: 20 THO . 
| No, 1 nas I . I mean her;/ituat 


K+ S-. £43 


; en anten. 1 3 1 a 11115 SHE '- 
Situation—that will be changed, I aliow—but ſhe 


muſt thank herſelf for it.—If the had known how to 


conduct herſelf properly in her preſent ſituation, ſhe 
1 would never feel the diſagreeableneſs of a change. 


LOVEJOKE. 11 (52h nn 


Dear me—how dull you are! — don't yet take 
me, Sir Simon, —I mean her—her and caſe,—1 


don't know how to * my — is Ale 


9; 19! 1 ; 
21 en. ; 
Nor] to underſtand it, 8 
| * 4468 6 2540 it 
| | LOVZJOKE. 
| Hare you not: of late obſervd een your 
* 4 Fl. IC 40 91022191 b: | . 


= 


THE PAD. 11 
SIR SIMON. ; | 


Ves, but it has been deviliſhly for che worſe her 
ill humour encreaſes every day—. 


LOVEJOKE». 


Pho, pho, I don't mean a mental but a corporeal al- 
tration— 


su $1 MON. 


Indeed I have never troubled myſelf much about her 
cer por cal alterations, 


LOVE} OKT. 
te Now I'm fure you are jeſting” —you yy "A 
notic'd an alteration in my Lady's ſhape, an enereaſing 
roundneſs—in a word, Sir Simon, Lady Meagre is in 
the family way as they ſay, and I congratulate you on 
. ſuch a fortunate circumſtance—If my wiſhes can avail, 
may. it prove a.Son 01 * Sir Simon 


sin SIMON. (aftonifhed and exulting) 
What is it poſſible ?—can it be true * : 


| LOVEJOKE. 


Nothing more : ſo—Come, come you muſt.not affect 
to conceal it from us any longer, all your friends per- 
ceive it, and are coming in a body to congratulate 
you I yerily believe (looking at Sir Simon archly) 


vou muſt have perceived it yourſclf—come conſeſe 
* 


C 2 | „ ä 


72 THE 5 AD. 


1x Ov. | 

| Really—upon recollection, I think I have obſerved a 

—a—bnt are you ſure it is the cafe, my dear Lovejoke. 
| | LOVBJORE:. 

A man muſt ae enen I 


in SIMON, 


* 


% 


Indeed, I have obſery'd ., 1 gr | [ 


LOVEJOKE. 
0. a 1 Simon—Something o of — 


en sIuox. *%" 44 | 
| Of what ente to have been * an — | 


 embonpoint as the French call it,—but your know- 
ledge of thing, Mr. Lovejoke is indifputable ; it con- 


vinces me- PH—I'Il—but what ſhall I do my friend 


1 have alas juſt Jene with my 1 ( forrow- 


am 0 „ 
SES LOVEJOKE. 
Do turn her out of doors certainly—ſend her 
22 0 SLR / And * Hes 


 Plaspboyhin teaing! ——Why the Worlt would 
call me a brute, a monſter to ſend. der away as tas 


condition,— | Fi 
is 0 LOVEJOKE. 


> ro EJOKE. 


1e World Sir Simon, —the Devil t che 
World. Who cares for it—not a Baronet, certainly. — 


$1R SIMON. 


Diſtreſling nis is illnatur'd to retort upon me 
thoſe filly ſpeeches I was a little angry when 1 
made uſe of them Vou know I had juſt had a few 
” words nn 9 dear * * | 


7 7 . 


' LOVEJOKE. 


R a ewe you. know,You have n a 
. deviliſh many — the ſpiteful creature when . 
pens— ö 


SIR SIMON, 


Oh, you cruel tormentor,—do tell me wha I ſhall 
doi in this . 5 | 


LOVEJOKE. 


£ Well then ſerioully, as I'm your beſt friend, Sir 
Simon, I'd have you make it up with FM Laigim- 
; medigtely— 


— 


SIN SIMON. ; 2 | 
1 wilt—Plt go to her directly 'm ſo overjoy d a 
this good "news—ſo tenovated—render'd ſo youth 


ſo active as it were—that I could do—T rin do, my 
A — any thing— 


N . . THE PAD. 


LOVEJOKE, | 


oe Wen the only thing you have to do now is to 
10 wake our with your Lady” 


sin SIMON, 


But why now did not che fly baggage acquaint me 
with this herſelf 5 5 


. ; LOYEJOKE.. 
Oh—the edel modeſty of the ſex, Sir Simon — 

The Ladies of the preſent times bluſh at the very ſup- 

poſition of ſuch a circumſtance—You muſt know little 


of them to ſuppoſe they would. make a pages; wer 
and oſtentation of it— 


1 5 SIR SIMON. 
Well—I go— "I 


'LovE JoKE. 


A moment—You muſt not take any 1 notice of i it to 
her— : 
416 On 2 = $1R SIMON. © 
ad ah 7 os Eg 
_ *  LOVEJOKE., 
| No—nothing except a diſtant. hint or ſo—as I ob- 
ſerved juſt now—it would wound her baſhful modeſty 
N o, you muſt pretend that your pure affection for 
ber leads you to with a reconciliation—beſides I in- 
feud to viſt you this eee with a few friends 
3 5 | You 


TH E 7 4 nr” 15 
You ſhall then give us a public audience in the hall, 
attended by your Lady—and in a ſpeech ſuited to the 


occaſion, publicly announce the circumſtance, and re- 
ceive our congratulations——That' $ "wy plat— 


SIR SIMON, 
"TIE _ OR oe 


* aw}. 4 4-4 * # "we i 1 | 


LOVEJOKE, | 


1 ſhall be pleaſed to the Soul to ſee how aſtoniſhed 
wy will all be, ,—particularly our Lady— a 


SIR SIMON» 


I 80 all 8 bn, ha,—excellent Her t Gal to 
bring as many as you can 


* 


LOVEJOKE. 


No, no, —the more the merrier, as they fax, Not 
a word to wy rely Sir Simon— L 0 
81K $1MON. 

What a blefling it is to have a true friend, I declare 
I ſhould never have diſcovered this circumſtance my- 
fſelf——Yet (ſurveying himſelf) I don't ſo. much won- 
der at this event, as at its not having taken place 
ſooner, conſidering every thing I'm not at all infirm 
in good health tolerably robuſt and ihe rather 
old, yet what is that to the purpoſe l' ve often heard 
my Grandmother ſay I was born under the planet 
Venus & e 
ee I | | 8 0 EN E. 


THE PAD. | 


EY = 29 3 ny 17 1 is 1 4 
«ry 61 bun b. f bobas! 
scENE — 559 
= Engels and Captain cia. 
w : : : p | 
F |  LOvEJORE. | 1 20 


The diſagreeable ſtory I have to tell you "Captain, 


is rather trying,—Do you think you can bear to \ 4h 
of) ST 


* : > * 249 
* & .* I LS * 4 S «© &# 


err 


Oh : as patiently as à L can Joh to how any- 
ching now. e e ee e a ec £2 


. — 4 


| | LOVEJOKE, '\ NIA ftizal 
Can you ? 3 
ann ti at 


WY let me bees: what you hovk to: wil ei 
chall not provoke me, be it what it will— 


'LOVEJOKE: _- ROE, 
Von . cool then? Mold E et 


* 41 


crrAN. W l 


i - Go tain Vii > Cilghmit 1810 39 
. . as Froſt, Snow, Ice, will that Lf you?,, 


Mt net. rovxloxx. 


SE] 


eee ow- then RE 
1 eee 3% bY 4 1 65 TS 


o } — 93 
4 > 4 


5} 4 3 7 eee 73433 10mMBb74 e 
| 'D _— i. V; 


of if 


* 4 


„„ ᷣ "BavaN - 


THE PAP. RR 


' LOVEJOKE. 

No, your face is not of a proper length yet your 
viſage is not pallid enough—you do not ſtare me in the 
| TY CAPTAIN, 

4 dou 25 u 
. LovRoR 
Pho ! —__ don't open your mouth— 
| erf ATN. 
What . ſhall be in a fury if you. don't 


es: 1 
|  LOVEJOKE, 


| Heyday=The froſt ſeems to be going off already— 
| CAPTAIN, 


wit you ſpeak ?— 8 

| LOVE ok R. - 
cc Poor man! as | fee 1 you can't retain your euriolity 
TAP relieve you——and yet” Pre _— more 


to y than Drs your Wife | NERD 
5 CAPTAIN, 
mt 

„ LOVEJOKE. 
A Woman, Wy 

| CAPTAIN. 

A Woman ! A Woman !— 
LOVEJOKE,. 


Ves a Woman—you ſeem aſtoniſhed, —If ſhe is 


not a womam, the is a non-natural. 
- | CAPTAIN. 


- * 
4 
— — 


- — 2 


— — — ne SED IRC itn ta — we Dr EPF P ener. 5 Tm b r * 2 n - K 
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bh THE PAD. 


CAPTAIN. | 
Andi is this al > Is this your diſmal tory 2 


LovEIOKE. 
ves“ I'm fore 'tis a diſmal one ok to 2 


ce married Man—for my own part I would never wiſh 
ce to be told any thing worſe of my wife, than that ſhe 


ewas a thorough woman”, 
CAPTAIN. 
What do you mean Sir, by thus tormentling i me — 


|  LOVEJoKE., 
6 lets us! whan an odd kind of a froſty, i iey Man 
ce this is ſhould rather have ſuppoſed him under 


e the immediate influence of the Dog-days— 


CAPTAIN. | (Gomg,) | 
« Well, Sir, I have cone un n ſee what your 


t * friendſhip 1 is— : 
LOVEJOKE. 2 


5 64 Stop ou are angry without danse Lat me 
explain my meaning I inform'd you, your Wife 
was a Woman— in that word I included the inclina- 
tions and conduct of the Sex, and would have pro- 


ceeded, had your impatience ſuffered me, to demon- 


ſtrate to you that Mrs. Credulous would ac and has 


acted like all other Women, 


c AP T AIN „ 
Has added hat has ſhe Sons 2 


| LOVEJOKE, 
You muſt perceive, dear Credulous, how diſagreeable 
a buſineſs 


THE PAD. 19 


a a buſineſs it is for a friend to interfere in, however as 
I am anxious for your honour, I muſt inform yay that 
I have myſelf noticed your Wife to increaſe * 
in bulk for ſome time paſt—and— 


CAPTAIN. | 

Ah then tis me I'm W abuſed 
Out what, you were going to add ſomething. elſe— 
let me kno all my miſery— 
|  LOVEJOKE* 


Only that your Niece W is, I fear in the ſame 


| condition— 
| | CAPTA I N. 


MV Niece too !—— 
LOVEJOKE. 
Have you not then obſeryed it ? 


" CAPTAIN, 
1 have not yet ſeen her ſince my return, 


 LOVEJOKE. 

Oh, you cannot fail of obſerving it.—T wal have 
you warn her admirer Clerimont of it, —he may 
otherwiſe, when he diſcovers it, think you an accom- 
plice in the matter, and that you mean to paſs N off 
upon him. 

| CAPTAIN. 
Miſerable Man that I am 3 go to them di- 
_ peciy- 


LOVEJOKE. | 
Do—but take care not to acquaint her yet with the 
fpecific cauſe of your ſuſpicion— x - 
-h# $ CAPTAIN, 


15 CAPTAIN. : 

Why not— c wy 
7 1 ade LovEjorE. | 

It is neceſſary for the forwarding a ſcheme T have 
in contemplation to expoſe her more publicly—yon 
can tell her you have good reaſons to be diſſatisfied, 
that you have been informed of her improper conduCt 
during your abſence, with a mimberleſs other 
ce things, which a jealous imagination can always 
* readily furniſh—you'll be at ns loſs, I warrant,” but 
take particular Care . to mention the main fact 

| CAPTAIN, : 
Wen, I am guided entirely by vou 


LOVEJOKE, 


And another caution—don't quarrel with them— 
that will be ridiculous— 


CAPTAIN, 

No, no, P11 be cool cool as 1 am non—TI not 

* at all. | | 

| | Evite 

LOVEJOKE, 

Ha, 585 ha, excellent ſport we ſhall haye de- 

lightful Pad! — May thy genius of the inventer be re- 

warded with a patent for the ſole making and vending 

thee for the uniyerſal uſe of the Ladies—l mean 

Ladies of Duality—it would not do for common Lan. 

as the jeſt would not paſs current there 


Exit, 


SCENE 


——  ———————————————— — 


THE FAD. . 1 


* FIT A 3 
N e 


A Room at Sir Semen? Fe 


= 3 * * ns 4 W $ 2 py 


. 


Sir ini and Lady RC 


ac 4g six. ace 28141 

| Alare yourkcl,my dear Lady Mi ties not t bad 
6 a moment' s eaſe ſince our unfortunate: fracas.—afide} 
| By all that* 8 lovely, 'tis juſt as Loycjoke | faid., 


LADY NM. 
1 can't underſtand you, Sir Simon, you treated me 
this morning with the greateſt indifference — nay, 
 cfuelty, and now you are all love and affection. (afide) 


This is very fſtrange—he muſt mean to ee me.— 
Pl be on my guard. | 


$TR SIMON, 
Ah, my love, no man can have more affeQion for 


be friends - come. 5 


5 LADY 8 
Hare you then forgotten ſo ſoon all your unkind 


language . TU humour him to found is in- 
g wentlont. | 


SIR SIMON. | 

Oh, ſay no more of it— tis all done away from this 
7 moment.—Can [ behold you, my ſweet Lady, in this 
ſituation, and not love you with all poſſible affection? 


LADY 
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 Afﬀeoniſhing! ſo. ES. - 

| 3IR SIMON. 

This tender fi tuation ! —( archly). 
LADY M. 


A wn ſituation indeed ! what I have ſeldom "ER 
uſed to from him. (aſide). Really, Sir Simon, I begin 
"myſelf to think my ſituation ſomething different from 
what it was a little while ago. 


SIR SIMON. 
Do you then. confeſs it, my ſweet angel ? . why 
not impart it to me ſooner? 
LADY M. 
þ What, before its exiſtence hat would indeed 
have been laughable. 
SIR si Mo. | 
£ True, true —well, my dear, we'll change the "TY 
- jeA—PUH not preſs the delicacy of your delt; too 
much. 
LADY M. /afite) | 
To what, in the name of wonder, can all this tend ? 
| six SIMON, | 
Come, my love, I'Il attend you to your toilette, 
(taking her by the arm). 
Ip N. (ade). 
Surely the man is as then almoſt afraid to go 
with him. 
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$IR SIMON (af de as he goes out). 


0 lucky, lucky Sir Simon !—what a day of gratifi- 
cation will this be to Tons 8 Exeunt. 


en 
TY Room at Captain Credulous's. 
Oe CAPTAIN ( a ſervant). 
Tell them to come to me directiy.—I ſhall be in a 
fury if they keep me waiting a moment. (exit ſervant.) 
Oh, what a misfortune is it to be born a man. 
what miſeries has he to undergo. un vexations !— 
what diſappointments : 


Enter Mrs. Credulous and Nancy. 
Mus. CxepurLous 
My dear, we were coming as quickly we : could— | 


- you look diſturbed till. 


CAPTAIN. 
Not without resſon—madam. by 


MRS. CREDULOUS.. 
What is the reaſon ?-— What is the matter hall me 


— J may at leaſt participate in your uneaſineſs. 


CAPTAIN (ironically). 


And you would then Ty" participate in oy un- 
eaſineſs ? 


MRS. CREDULOUS» 
Certainly, my love. 


* 


CAPTAIN, 


My love, do you y ?—nay, nay, don't act the hy- 
pocrite ſo far,— ſhall be in a violent rage preſently. 


4 MR$. 


8 ere 


| Mrs. CREDULOUS, 
The hypocrite !—what can you mean? 
CAPTAIN (very angrily) 
You'll carry the jeſt too far, I tell you. 
| MRS, CREDULOUS, 
Is this the tenderneſs of our meeting after ſo long an 
abſence ?—this the reward of my faithful love and 
anxious expeQation of your return? 


1 CAPTAIN« ; 
Ah 28 you ſnake, - In talk of faithful. love Y | 
| you, who ate the cauſe of all my miſery '!—you, who 
have diſappointed all my fond hopes of you !—Oh, I 
have a mind to ſhew you that I have diſcovered al your 
guilt, notwithſtanding my friend's advice. 
MRS. CREDULOVUS. N 
Inhumun man 1 ſee plainly ſome vile Witch bas 
formed a cruel plot of accuſation againſt me — what, 
or for what purpoſe I know not. 
W nt CAPTAIN. 
Let your inconſtauey your forfeited vows 3 
you what plot it is. 


MMS. CREDULOUS, | 
| Now then you ſpeak out—now I know the foul 
charge—and to convince you of my innocence, will 
ſhew you how indignantly I can treat the accuſation.— 
I will neither ſee you, nor hold converſe with you 
more, till you find out your own miſtake, and fue my 
forgiveneſs of ſo viſe a calumny. ths Exit.) 


CAP- 


T 25 
CAPTAIN, © 1 
Wicked woman! does ſhe brave it — Her very ap- 
pearance ſpeaks her guilt too manifeſtly for contradic- 
tion — except by the barefaced and ſhameleſs — Why 
don't you follow her, ( Nancy) you, companion and 
ſharer of her guilt ?—[ ſee my friend is right; you are 
both i in the ſame — Begone: from my ſight.— 
Exit Nancy.) 
Unparalleled, yet cunning impudence “ had I been 
& inclined to allude to her preciſe /tuation—'twould 
. have been impoſſible.— She took care to prevent it 
by the firſt mention of her inconſtancy.”—Oh, the 
degeneracy of the ſex ! Their grandmothers would have 
died away with ſhame at the very ſuſpicion of inconti- 
nence and infidelity. 


SCENE VI. 


Servant announces Clerimont, who enters. 


ä CILERIMON T. 

Captain Credulous, I'm happy to ſee you ſafe again 

in 18 
CAPTAIN» e 
1 thank RES Mr. Clerimont,—but = you rats 
will wave compliments for the preſent ; I ſent for you 
on buſineſs of great importance.—You ſeem to admire 
my niece Nancy, 


CLERIMONT. 
5 more than admire her—I love—1 adore her. = 


| CAPTA IN. 
'Tis pity then but you had choſen. a better idol for 


your worſhip 
E 58 12 
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Sans. 
Sir! 


CAPTAIN» 
1 fay, your love is uſeleſs—miſtaken-»milplaceds 5 


CIERIMOWTr. 
I hope, Sir, you do nat intend to refuſe your cone 
| ſent—l had been led to expect 


| CAPTAIN» | 
That I was ſuch a fool, they could do as they 

pleas'd—ha ?—Let me tell you ſeriouſly, I do fue 
wy conſent, and on reaſonable grounds. 


Cour. 
1 am very ſorry. 
CAPTAIN. 
16 !—for what ?—becauſe I am kind enough to 
prevent you from throwing yourſelf into the ſame 
fituation with myſelf. | 


CL8zIMONT. 
Bir, I'm quite at a loſs. 
- CAPTAIN 
Yes, I tell you—my wife has ſhamefully diſgraced 
my bed, during my abſence, and your dear, innocent 
Nangy i is 38 bad. 
 CLERIMONT, 
My Nancy bad! impoſfible. f 
| CAPTAIN, | | 
Yes, bad-—ſhamel:ſs—immodeſt,—l have proofs of the 
incontinence of both. 


CLERT- 
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C. Ri MQ 
Proofs of their incontinence ! 
_ » CAPTAIN, | 
ye irrefragable,—Why, Sir, 1 have had dcular de- 
monſtration—but—you——you are an innocent young man, 
Mr. Clerimont, and muſt excuſe my explaining myſelf | 
farther to you—but let my poſitive aſſertion convince 
you—l cannot be deceived. 
CLERIMONT,. 
| You diſtract me it cannot be true—my Nancy has 
been . accuſed by ſome villain, whom 


CAPTAIN. 

Hold your tongue I tell you again I have had beular 
demonſtration let that ſatisfy you, and rid yourſelf of 
her a as ſoon as you can. 9 (Exit, 

CLERIMONT ( ſelus ). | 
Ah, then it muſt be true. Oh, 3 an e 


dete yicked wretch muſt ſbe have been ! I thought her 


cc all innocence—all lovelineſs.“ What an unex- 
© pected firoke ! to find her, whom 1 eſteemed un- 
ce ſpotted as ſnow, and virtuous as a ſaint, blaſted and 
© deformed by vice! Here ſhe comes ſo lovely, ſo 
innocent in appearance, I hardly know how to be an- 
gry with her,—She ſeems dejected too but that's * 
Ni, I ſuppoſe. 
SCENE: VII. 
Clerimont and Nancy. 
_ CLERIMONT. | 
My dear—1 mean Madam —Miſs Naney ( 
Ain't know what to ſay to her). 


E 2 | Naxev. 


— . . EAT ASI RE" bt RO EH Hs Kr OA 


— > + 
— — — ANG IO AS — —— 1—ᷓ— 


| Heay' ns, what ails you? / — neaver) | 


| 15 cen my company diſagreeable to you! 5 


Of—of——, 


Naxev. ”y 


You ſeem unwell, Mr. Clerimont. 


CLERIMo Nr. 
ve, 1 am not wad well—that is, I am =_ dad. 
- Nancy.” my 


1 


CI ERIMONT. 
Oh, go farther from me you make me worle, 


| Nancy. 


CLERIMONT. | 
Ves no-yes it is.— (aide, P1I tell her all at a 


Captain Credulous has informed me.— 1 


N ANCY« 
Informed 0 of what? 


q 


CLERIMONT, 


| Naxcy. ” 
Feen impatient to know the cauſe of your un- 


accountable conduct. 


„nene 5 | 
Miſs W your unaccountable condud is the 


ok of mine. 


| Nanev. 
Strange ! what conduct do you mean? 


CLERIM ON. 


Why, I don't know—your conduct] have had ocu- 


ET” proces lar 
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tar demonſt——, No, no, I miſtake tis the captain 
Who has had ocular demonſtration of your falſehood. + 


Nancy. 
5 Inſulting impudence ”—the captain, you ay ? 
TL CLERIMONT. 
Yes, Madam. 
Fel Naxey. 


Then I'm undet no apprehenſion.—He has cruelly 
quarrelled with and abuſed his wife, and as a cloak for 
his malicious conduct, would now, I ſuppoſe, involve 
me in the ſame unjuſt accuſation.—But if you can be ſo 
eaſily duped—ſo ſoon prevailed upon to think ſo ill of 
her whom you have hitherto thought proper to be 


pleaſed with—your love could not be exceſlive—I'm 
_ contented to N n you. 


CLERIMO wr. 
Keben me : !—impudence !—this is adding infult to 
injury poſitive proof to mere ſuſpicion— tis J (an- 


grily) that reſign . you—and. de.—, ms 
you . 


1 


Nay, don't . about it—it will not 40 much 
violence to your feelings. 


CLERIMONT. 


Nor to your's, madam, I'm ſure your guilt is now 
evident—I have not a doubt of it. 


NANCY. | 


T m ſorry, Sir, my time does not permit me to tay 
* 


— — . 
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to be abuſed any longer I'm going to Sir Simon Mea- 
gre's.—If you have any more charges to bring, you'll _ 
find me there. PTE. | (Exit. 
I or brane" ¶ ſelus ). 
Confuſion !—ſhe abſolutely. laughs at me—derides 


me— !—Her guilt is plain from the undaunted impu- 
dence of her conduct. If I ever ſee her or ſpeak to 
her more, may I be dubb'd the greateſt fool in nature, 


(Exit, 
S C E \ &s vnn. 5 
Halls in Sir Shad 3 Houſe 


( oe Lad. es and Gentleman are di ſaver as waiting the 
entrance of others.) | 
_ iſt om. | 
For what purpoſe are we ſummoned here ? 


2d GENT... 
Faith, J don't know—Lovejoke i is at the bottom of 
it, fo that I ſuppoſe we ſhall have ſome ſport preſently 


you know his character. | 


3d GENT. 
Oh—Is Lovejeke the primum mobile. of the bu- 
a fineſs? 
ad N 
Ya W 
1 GENT. 


Then we may look for ſome lavghabla fue —Here 
he eomes with two ladies. 


Enter 
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Enter Mr. Lovejoke with Mrs, Credulous and Nancy. 
| | b Lov EJOKE., 
Gentlemen, I intended to have been with you ſhower 


—[T hope I have not wearied your patience—if I have, 
let mew two fair interceſſors plead for my ee 


iſt GENT. | a 


No, no, we cannot ſuffer the ladies to plead—their 


appearance is ſufficient to procure you pardon. 


3d GENT, 


Lovejoke i iS an artful fellow—he always contrives to 


bring ſome charm with him to do away one's "gets 
before one has time to chide him. 


LoVEIOR E. 


What, Is not Captain, Credulous here, nor Cleri- 


mont—they'll not arrive before Sir Simon enters 
Mrs. Credulous, where are they d 


1 Mus. Cakporous. 
Indeed, I dow? t know, Sir. 
TLovkjoxx. 
What, have you then loſt the captain again fo ſoon ? 


—oh, he's a fickle. dog, I'm ſure, or he could not ſo 


ſoon run from ſuch charms. 


2d GENT, 
Is Captain Credulous expected? 


LOV EIORE. 


Cenainly—T was commiſſioned to invite him myſelf, 


| iſt GENT. 
I law him at the corner of the ſtreet as 1 came in. 


LoOVR- 


r 
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LOVEJOKE, 
Did you ru fetch him in—a dilatory f fellow ! ! 
*# Et. 
1ſt GENT. 


Pray, ladies, what ſcene are we going to have * 


here ? 


Mus. Crxrnpviovs. 
gene, Sir! [ really don't know what you mean. 


20 GENT, 
What Jef Madam ES 
Mnsã. CaEDUILOUs. 
Upon my word, Sir, I am much at a loſs to under. 


ſtand you,—Mr. Lovejoke brought us here at the ex- 


prefs deſire of Sir Simon, — I wonder we have not ſeen 


him yet. 


3d GENT. 
| Well—the firſt part ſeems to be a trial of our pa. 
tience. | 
wu, Lovejoke, with Captain Credulous and Clerimont. 
LOVEJOKE, 
4 have found the loiterers—I could hardly perſuade 


them to come in,—One was afraid of meeting his wife 


—the other his miſtreſs. 


(the gentlemen laugh—Mrs. Orodiilons aud Nancy walk to 
the oppoſite fide of the ſtage, leaving the captain and Cleri- 


mont on the fide by which they entered, and the company in 


the middle). 
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3 LOVE JOKE» 4 
Ha, ha, ha, why now this is, I own, a tolerably 
faithful picture of matrimony—the Captain and his 


lady perform their parts to a miracle—far as the poles 


5 aſunder.— ha, ha, ha, ha. 
: CAPTAIN (afide). 


Fury !—has he brought me in here to make a jeſt of 
me? 


Mas. CxepvLovs (aſide). 
HHeav'ns !—Is our quarrel then to be made public? 
Are we to be the ſcorn of all our acquaintance ? 


1ſt GENT. 
Fong —— good, Lovejoke. 


2d GENT» 


et what are we to think of the other two ie ; 


unmarried pair? 
Ee LOVEJOKE». 

Oh—we have in them a ſpecimen of involuted court- 
Jhip—or the lovers in oppoſition, —Faith they muſt make 
a rare pair after marriage, that act fo contrary to all 
the reſt of the world beforehand. Fa, ha. 

| Nancy (aff de). 


How am I expoſed by Clerimont' 8 fooliſh jealouſy yr - 


CLERIMONT. 
How has this worthleſs girl brought ſhame and con- 
fuſion on me! 


| CarTain (angrily coming forward). 
Mr. Loyejoke, I don't know what you mean. 


F LOVE» 
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| LOVEJOKE, 
Huſh, don' t be angry—here's Sir Simon and his 


lady coming, 


Enter Sir Simon, leading in his lady—they ſeat thenſelves 
on a ſofa—the reſt are ſeated on each ſide. 


SIR SIMON (ring). 
My dear friends, I have taken the liberty to convene 


you on a very important occaſion ; the antiquity and 
| honour of my family is unqueſtionable; and it was ex- 
pected on my coming to the- family title and dignity, 
that I ſhould take the neceſſary precautions for perpe- 
tuating and tranſmitting them to poſterity, —(all Aw 
ſurprize) — This was natural, and I, in conſequence, ſe- 
lected this amiable and deſerving lady for the honour 
of bearing my name.—(Lady M. fhews evident ſigns of 
ſurprixe at his ſpeech) And though Providence for theſe 
twenty years laſt paſt, that we have been married, had 
withheld the bleſſing I have always prayed for on our 
union yet at laſt my ſilent wiſhes have prevailed, — 
(Lady M. appears much diſtreſſed. — The company ſcarce re- 
 frain from open laughter). I don't wonder, my friends, 
at your aſtoniſhment—I could at firſt hardly believe it 
myſelf, till my friend Lovejoke convinced me of it,— 
In a word, my dear lady is, as you ſee (taking her by the 
band) in a way that promiſes me ſoon a Son and Heir. 
Lapy M. { ſereaming). 


Lord ! Sir Simon, what are you ſaying ? you have 
loſt your tenſes. | 
OMNES (laughing). 


Sir Simon, we wiſh you joy,—Tt is, indeed; very 


apparent—ha, ha, ha. | | 
4 LADY 


5 LADY M. 
Sir Simon—gentlemen—am I to be thus inſulted in 
my own houſe ?—=Your wit, Mr. Lovejoke, has been | 
ill * _ may poſſibly N 428 penitence. 
(going. 
LovJokE. 
Let me entreat you, Lady M. to ſtay a moment, 
while I explain the matter to you. It is but an inno- 
cent ſtratagem to recal you all to a ſenſe of propriety* 
This (producing a pad) this is the cauſe of all theſe 
miſtakes, 5 | (the ladies fhrick) 
 LoVEJoKE (to the gentlemen). 

Theſe ladies, in compliance with the faſhion of 
the times, have contrived, by means of this ingenious 
invention, to aſſume that appearance, which they have 
not naturally,—Hence Sir Simon's miſtaken idea 
hence your groundleſs . (to Captain and Cleri · 
_. 


CAPTAIN» 


What—Ts that all ? 
CLERIMONT, 
Is OR all ? 
9 0 SIR SIMON. 
Is that all? 
; CAPTAIN, 


But, Sir, we are all then your jeſt. 


LOVEJOQKEs 
Be calm.— The whole of my conduct has been but 2 
well-meant ſatire on ſo indecent a practice ( not 


F 2 “guided 
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ce guided by any deſire of uſeleſsly tormenting you, 
c but by a wiſh of being inſtrumental in exploding a 
* cuſtom, at which nature and reaſon equally revolt. 
CAPTAIN, 
You might have effected this, I think, Sir, without 
thus publicly EXPORng wn: | 


LOVEJOKE, 

No, PUBLIC RIDICULE 18 EVER MORE EFFECTUAL 
FOR REFORMATION THAN PRIVATE ADMONITION., 
* However, in the preſent caſe, it is not very public, 


ce you are all friends, and may derive benefit from the 


& leſſon,” Alt will teach the married lady the danger 
of putting on an appearance, which may kindle the 


pernicious flame of jealouſy in her hufband, and the 


fingle not to hazard the ruin of her reputation by ren- 
dering it impoſhble to diſtinguiſh the innocent from the 


| guilty. 


| CAPTAIN. 7 
But 7 have been the chief ſufferer in the n e 
was I ſo tormented ? 


Lov „Elokx. 
Your groundleſs jealouſy deſerved it. It wil teach 
you to believe nothing of your lady in future, without 
inveſtigation and immediate, cool explanation, 
: SiR Simon, | | 
And what will it teach me ?—Indeed, I take this 


"m7 ll of you, Lovejoke, 


LOVEJOKE, 
hy, indeed, Sir Simon, its effects have been ſo 
happy 


happy in your family, that I can hardly adviſe my lady to 
renounce it, and, indeed, it is fit only for ladies of cer- 
tain years, begging her ladyſhip's pardon, who may 
perhaps be allowed to manufacture an appearance which 


they can never have in reality; ſo that I would have my 
lady wear it till. 


Sin SIMON» 
- Poot comfort lad ſubſtitute for a Son and Heir / 
—1 thought to have had a little boronet. 


LOVEJOKE,. 
Come, my friends, let me ſee you all join hands in 
token of your own reconciliation and my pardon, — 
J am ſure none of the /adzes preſent will hereafter offend 
in the ſame point; well convinced that Confufion and 
Shame muſt ever attend thoſe, who © ou;lep the Modefly 
F f Nature.“ | 


| E reunt omnes. 
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